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2013 WORLD OPEN WATER SWIMMING WOMAN OF THE YEAR

Russian professional marathon swimmer Olga Kozydub won
the 2013 World Open Water Swimming Woman of the Year
after training like few have. During 2013, she raced a total of
307 km (192 miles) throughout the year in seas and lakes
against the world's fastest ultra-marathon swimmers. Her
spectacular sophomore year on the FINA Open Water Swim-
ming Grand Prix circuit was something to remember. Kozydub
went from a young 19-year-old newcomer on the world’s
longest professional marathon swimming circuit last year to
the world champion this year.

Her transformation from a newbie to world champion was
multi-faceted. Seen initially as a quiet and serious soul by her
fellow competitors, she blossomed to a friendly colleague
with wide smiles and a bubbly personality this year. She was
gracious with the crowds at the eight FINA Open Water Swim-
ming Grand Prix races in Argentina, Mexico, Canada, Macedo-
nia and ltaly, enjoying herself as she weaved her way through
packs in the water and airports on land.

Supported by two Olympians as her coaches, Kozydub was fo-
cused on her goals in her 2.0 edition during 2013.
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During her 2013 campaign on the pro circuit, if she wanted to
make a move, she did so forcefully. If she wanted to cut across
the pack, she did it with impressive speed. If she wanted a
something in 2013, she went after it confidently. Kozydub
went for it on all levels and in all realms in 2013 and she
achieved her goal as she completed race of 15 km, 57 km, 88
km, 15 km, 32 km, 34 km, 30 km and 36 km in distance in
rivers, lakes and seas under all kinds of conditions.

The newly crowned FINA Open Water Swimming Grand Prix
champion is young and hungry, small in stature, but daring in
nature. Consistently in the lead at all Grand Prix events she has
competed in, the 20-year-old won 3 races on the professional
marathon swimming circuit while finishing 8 long races this
year against the veteran pro swimmers. Very focused and stra-
tegic in her races and with her coaches, she did not let wind or
waves, stings or sunburn get her down. When the pace picked
up, she stayed up. When the waves came up, she rose to the
occasion. The 20-year-old Russian looks like she has forged a
promising long career ahead of her.

For her FINA Grand Prix victories, her focus, intensity, and love
of competition, Olga Kozydub is a worthy recipient of the

2013 World Open Water Swimming Woman of the Year Award.
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